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The Poona Gujarati Kelvani Mandal's
Haribhai V. Desai College of Arts, Science & Commerce, Pune
Department of Political Science
Savitri Mahotsav: A Celebration of Art, Culture, and Learning

REPORT

Introduction

On February 14, 2022, the Department of Political Science at Haribhai V. Desai College of Arts, Science
& Commerce, Pune organized the annual cultural and educational event, Savitri Mahotsav. This event, named in
honor of the visionary Savitri Bai Phule, a trailblazer in women's education and social reform in India, aimed to
celebrate art, culture, and learning. The event featured a diverse range of activities, including an online lecture
by Dr. Ganesh Raut, the Officiating Principal of the college, drawing and rangoli competitions, and a
captivating street play presentation. Approximately 150 enthusiastic students participated, making it a grand

success.
Event Details
Online Lecture by Dr. Ganesh Raut

The event commenced with an enlightening online lecture delivered by Dr. Ganesh Raut, the Officiating
Principal of the college. Dr. Raut's lecture focused on the life and incredible contributions of Savitri Bai Phule.
He highlighted her immense dedication to women's education and social reform during the 19th century. Dr.
Raut's insightful presentation paid homage to Savitri Bai Phule and inspired students to continue her legacy by

pursuing education and contributing to society.
Drawing and Rangoli Competitions

One of the highlights of the Savitri Mahotsav was the drawing and rangoli competitions. These
competitions provided students with a platform to showcase their artistic talents and creativity. The participants'
artworks were visually captivating and conveyed meaningful messages related to education, empowerment, and

gender equality. The winners received prizes and recognition for their outstanding contributions to the event.
Street Play Presentation

A thought-provoking street play was presented by a group of talented students during the event. The play

revolved around themes of women's empowerment, education, and social Justice, echoing the ideals




championed by Savitri Bai Phule. The powerful and emotionally charged performance left the audience deeply

moved and served as a reminder of the continued struggle for equality and justice.

Participant Engagement

Approximately 150 students actively participated in various aspects of the Savitri Mahotsav. Their
enthusiasm and dedication to celebrating the legacy of Savitri Bai Phule were evident throughout the event. The
participants' engagement extended beyond competitions and presentations; they actively contributed to the
event's success by volunteering, assisting in organizing, and spreading awareness about the event within the

college community.
Conclusion

The Savitri Mahotsav at Haribhai V. Desai College of Arts, Science & Commerce, Pune organized by
the Department of Political Science was a remarkable celebration of art, culture, and learning. It paid homage to
the extraordinary legacy of Savitri Bai Phule while inspiring and encouraging students to continue her mission
of promoting education and social reform. The event successfully showcased the artistic talents of students and
engaged them in meaningful discussions on important social issues. It was a testament to the college's

commitment to fostering a holistic and socially responsible educational environment.

Prof. (Dr.) Neeta Bokil
Head
Department of Political Science
Haribhai V. Desai College, Pune-2
{Commerce, Arts & Science)
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